The Horror of Apostasy
Hebrews 10:26-34

Reality Carp 11.30.08

There are 3 things you want to pay attention to when you come to a
difficult passage like this:

1. The context
2. Ofther texts
3. The whole text

1. The Context
a. The reason for writing
i. To encourage, warn, and strengthen drifting Christians
b. The flow of the book
i. Christology interspersed with harsh warnings and warm
encouragement
* The other warnings in Hebrews:
o 2:1-4
o 3:12-14
o 6:4-12
o 12:25-29
RESULT:
* The book of Hebrews is addressing Christians
* They were in a state of driffing and in danger of falling away
* This sort of warning is congruent with the tone and goal of the book

2. Other Texts (Let Scripture interpret Scripture)
a. Romans 5:20
The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more

b. 1John 1:8-9
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is
not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

c. 1 John 2:1
My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous



These texts indicate very clearly that there is forgiveness (Jesus dealt with it. Cf. Gal. é:1)

d. Numbers 15:29-31
29 You shall have one law for him who does anything unintentionally, for him
who is hative among the sons of Israel and for the alien who sojourns among
them.

30 But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an
alien, that one is blaspheming the LORD; and that person shall be cut off
from among his people.

31 Because he has despised the word of the LORD and has broken His
commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on
him.

i. lIsit possible that Heb. 10 is saying there is a willful sin that is
unforgiveable in the New Covenant similar to in the OT?
1. Jesus seemed to think so in Mark 3:28-29
28 Truly | say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and
whatever blasphemies they utter;

29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin"--
2. Hebrews 6 said there was—apostasy

RESULT:
* The NT seems to teach that there is forgiveness for Christians who still sin
* There does seem to be an exception according to Jesus
* We have seen this before in Hebrews 6

3. The Whole Text
a. Read the entire passage and read it carefully
b. Verse 29 is the key
i. It parallels the idea of those who have fallen away in Hebrews 6:6
ii. Itis not asin one can stumble into suddenly
iii. Itis not the normal falterings of the Christian still learning how to walk in
the Spirit
iv. Itis driffing into a hard heart and true disbelief and then truly and
utterly rejecting Jesus and the Cross, His past sacrifice, and His present
High Priestly ministry
1. Itis ceasing to believe. Ceasing to have faith. (Eph 2:8)
2. Thatis why in the very same breath almost the writer goes into
the long discourse on faith in Chapter 11

RESULT:



The willful sin spoken of in verse 26 is clearly defined in verse 29
It is outright apostasy, that is unpardonable
This is consistent with Hebrews é (and perhaps Mark 3:28-29)

Just a very simple reading while paying attention to:
1. The context
2. Other texts
3. The whole text
o And we have a preliminary conclusion which says that:
= Thisis a warning to Christians who are in danger of completely rejecting

Jesus and their salvation. To do so is unforgivable and will incur the wrath
of God

Lets start to unpack the text piece by piece and see if it really says
that

| Verse 26 |

This warning (vv. 26-31) is connected grammatically to the exhortation in verse
25 (by the conjunction !"# ), and adds seriousness to the command to not
abandon meeting together

* which would perpetuate the drift

* which would foster disbelief

* which could lead to apostasy

o |t follows then that a possible early sign of heart apostasy is not wanting to meet
with the rest of the Christian body
* There we have a point of application

* Are Christians really in view here?
* The writer includes himself (we) as needing this warning also
* Itis for all those who have received full knowledge ($%&!"()&* -
epignosi$ of the truth

o $%&!"()&*= clear and exact knowledge;

* more emphatic than yvaolg (gnosis), because it expresses a more
thorough participation on the part of the knower, with the object of
knowledge;

» |t has the connotation of intimate knowledge as opposed to
intellectual knowledge

* |tis a knowledge that has a powerful influence on the knower.

* This phrase then after receiving the knowledge of truth



o Would certainly seem to indicate Christians (Cf. John 8:32")
o Additionally it says after receiving...
= That word received means to take hold of and apprehend
(understand or perceive)
= The people in view have already received (past tense) an intimate,
experiential, participatory, transformative knowledge of the truth
* It seems very clear that we are talking about people who have already

apprehended the Gospel—Christians

* Perhaps the strongest evidence that Christians are the ones in danger
here (other than the context and flow of the book) is found in verse 29
o The blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified
* The persons in view, who are rejecting the blood of the covenant, had

previously been (past tense) sanctified by that blood!
* Christians!

So what is in view here are Christians who go on sinning willfully

* sinning willfully—we must define this... this is important
o Again, read the whole text
o Verse 29 tells us what this sin is

o Itis the same sin spoken in Hebrews 3:12 and 6:6
= 3:12
Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil,
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

= 6:4-6
4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have
tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy
Spirit,

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age
to come,

6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God
and put Him to open shame.

o The present tense (in v. 29) implies that the person in view persists
in apostasy

= Here is a point of application:
*  Who should be worried about thise

1See alsol Tim. 2:4; 4:3; 2 Tim. 2:25; Titus 1:1; 1 John 2:21; 2 Jolwhére Oknowing the truthO is a common NT phrase for being a Christian.



* The Christian who is knowingly drifting, rejecting fellowship with
Christians and intimacy with Jesus, and is cultivating
disobedience

o which leads to a hardened heart, which leads to disbelief,
which can lead to apostasy, which leads to wrath and ruin

* there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins
o Implies that there was once a sacrifice reserved for this sinner
o But after this type of sinning that sacrifice is disregarded and rejected
o And the person is without hope

Verse 27

* Those who reject the truth concerning Christ face terrifying judgment
* They go from being friends of God to adversaries (so sadl)

* Alludes to Isaiah 26:10-11
10 Though the wicked is shown favor, he does not learn righteousness; he deals unjustly
in the land of uprightness,
and does not perceive the majesty of the LORD.
11 O LORD, Your hand is lifted up yet they do not see it. They see Your zeal for the
people and are put to shame; indeed, fire will devour Your enemies.

* Probably referring to the future judgment, on the day of the Lord (10:25,
36-39; 12:26-27)

* Examples of the final judgment involving fire for the unrighteous

o Isaiah 66:15-16, 24
15 For behold, the LORD will come in fire

And His chariofts like the whirlwind,

To render His anger with fury,

And His rebuke with flames of fire.

16 For the LORD will execute judgment by fire
And by His sword on all flesh,

And those slain by the LORD will be many.
24 Then they will go forth and look



On the corpses of the men
Who have fransgressed against Me
For their worm will not die

And their fire will not be quenched
o Jesus used that last part to explain Hell in Mark 9:44

o Zephaniah 1:17-18
17 | will bring distress on men
So that they will walk like the blind,
Because they have sinned against the LORD;
And their blood will be poured out like dust
And their flesh like dung.
18 Neither their silver nor their gold
Will be able to deliver them
On the day of the LORD'S wrath;
And all the earth will be devoured
In the fire of His jealousy,
For He will make a complete end,
Indeed a terrifying one,

Of all the inhabitants of the earth.

o 2Thess. 1:7-8
7 ... when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in
flaming fire,

8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

o Rev. 20:14-15



14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire.

15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the lake of fire.

The author of Hebrews uses the theme of God'’s judgment to challenge those
who are considering abandoning Christ, the Gospel, and the Christian
community.

The theme of God’s judgment of the wicked plays a major role in both the OT
and NT

* People are judged in accordance with their wicked works

o Job 34:11; Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12; Ezek. 7:3, 27
There is no escape for those who have turned away from God

o Job 11:20; Prov. 1:24-31; Jer. 11:11; cf. Heb. 2:1-4
Jesus also emphasized God's judgment in His teaching

o Matt. 5:22; 16:27; 23:14; 25:41-46
* The theme is common throughout the NT

o Rom. 2:3; Col. 3:25; Rev. 14:10-11

God never apologizes for His wrath. (He and His wrath are right and righteous)
o God is not one to be trifled with.
o Verse 31
o Just because you don’'t take sin seriously—don’t think that God doesn’t.
o Don't tfry to make God in your own image!
o Point of application: How do you view sin?

But God lovingly seeks to awaken people who are headed in the wrong direction to their
folly before they reach that stage of heart-hardening which rejects Christ—apostasy
o Thatis why this passage (and so many others) exists!

| Verse 238

* Argues from the lesser to the greater (called an a fortiori argument)

* A common method used by both Rabbis and the rhetoricians of the day
o Suggests that is something is true in a lesser situation, it is more true in a greater
sitfuation—and normally carries greater implications

* Alludes to Deuteronomy 17:2-7 (which see)

o This passage announces the penalty for rejecting the Lord’s covenant and
worshiping other gods—apostasy—the penalty is death



o The writer assumes that his audience will all agree with the truth and requirement
of this passage

Having established the “lesser situation,” the author moves to the “greater
situation” in verse 29

Verse 29 |

Those who reject the new-covenant sacrifice of the Son of God deserve a
more severe punishment than even death! (The Old was only a shadowtl)

Trampled under foot the Son of God
o Trampled under foot was a common phrase both in classical Greek literature
and the OT as an image of utter contempt
o Thisis not merely turning away but abusively and blatantly crushing with disdain
the Son of God
* This is not weakness of personality but a spirit of willful rejection

Regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant

o Regarded as unclean
* Unclean/unholy means common or defiled.
» |n the context of the Levitical purity laws of the OT, it would refer to that
which was ceremonially impure and not worthy of sacrifice to God
* They have come to regard the blood of Jesus as having no more value
than the blood of any other man

By which he was sanctified
* This description leaves little room for arguing anything other than the
cleansing of conscience which is the mark of the New Covenant believer
(Cf.10:22)
* Once they regarded themselves as forgiven by the blood of Jesus, now
they deny this and reject the Cross as unnecessary for acceptance
before God

Insulted the Spirit of grace
o By trampling the Son of God under foot and considering as common/unclean
the blood of the Lamb of God given by the Father
* They have insulted the Spirit of grace
* In classical Greek the word carries the idea of mocking one regarding a
maftter
» Perhaps committing what Jesus spoke of in Mark 3:29 as the
unpardonable sin



* Thus, the sin in view here is the rejection of Jesus by considering His

sacrifice on the cross as unworthy, or inappropriate as an offering for sin.
o And doing so even though they once accepted Jesus as the Son of God and
His blood as the blood of the covenant

Verse 30

* We know the one who said
o The statement “suggests that Christians know the character of God who speaks
in Scripture and who has acted in Christ and that an essential attribute of this
God is a negative attitude toward sin."?
o The easy going person who takes nothing seriously makes light of his relationship
with God and assumes God does the same—he is badly mistaken
* We know the one who said...

* Quotation of Deut. 32:35-36
o One of the primary ways this passage is used in broader Jewish literature is to
exhort people to leave vengeance to God?® (Cf. Romans 12:19)
o But here the idea is clear: Ain't nobody getting away with nothing

Verse 31

* The Song of Moses in Deut. 32 goes on to speak about the hand of the
Lord in the context of judgment
o And gives us a solid conclusion of who is in view here in Heb. 10
* Deut. 32:39-41

39 See now that |, | am He, and there is no god besides Me; it is | who put
to death and give life | have wounded and it is | who heal,
and there is no one who can deliver from My hand.

40 Indeed, | lift up My hand to heaven, and say, as | live forever,
41 If | sharpen My flashing sword,
and My hand takes hold on justice,

| will render vengeance on My adversaries,
and | will repay those who hate Me.

It is a terrifying thing...

2 Attridge 1989: 295 quoted in G. K. Beale and D. A. Carson, Edsunentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic,
2007), 980.

3G. K. Beale and D. A. Carson, EdSammentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007), 980.



10

o Though you cannot frighten a man into heaven—he should be frightened away from
hell!

| Verses 32-24 |

The pattern of harsh warning followed by warm encouragement is
common in Hebrews (Cf. 6:4-12)

The happy response to these persecutions was joy!
o They celebrated the greater redalities of God rather than focusing on the material
problems of the moment

» Such a perspective provides a solid foundation for Christian endurance
= Point of application: Do you?

The writer is reminding them that they once did awesome in the face of
opposition

o Now they seem to have been drifting a bit (as discerned from

previous chapters)
o And so he reminds them of when they were at their best
= Point of application:
* Are you at your best in regards to following Christ?

Oris there a fime you can recall when you did better in the face of
opposition and temptation?e
Are you slipping? Are you driftinge

o Then this warning is for you!

| think many of you here are doing awesome (Cf. vv. 32-34)... you have nothing
to worry about.

o But most of us know people who are drifting...

o Lets pray for them now



